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Detailed Action 

This action is in response to the application filed on 08/08/2001. 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been submitted for Japan 2000-239504, filed 
on 08/08/2000. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1-3 & 4-14'a re rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In particular claim 1 & 4 are indefinite (Claim 2 and 3 are dependent on 1, Claims 
5-10 are dependent on 4) 

when consent information decided upon by said member for said credit line is 
received from said terminal device, on the basis of this consent information, this 
information brokering management device commands a process to prohibit the 
transfer of title of said membership to said membership management device; 

after said process to prohibit the transfer of title is carried out by said 
membership issuing organization, this information brokering management device 
receives information regarding the completion of the process to prohibit the transfer of 
title from said membership management device, and commands the establishment of 
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said credit line on the basis of said credit line information to said credit line 
management device; and 

It is unclear to the examiner and one of ordinary skill in the art what is claim by 
this description. For the purposes of this review the examiner will interpret this section 
of claims 1 & 4 will be: 

With the permission of the member, the information brokering management 
device take position of the membership title as collateral. 

The information brokering management device establishes a credit line on the 
basis of the collateral of the membership. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-I4are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Walker (U.S. Patent 6,088,686) in view of Rose (Commercial Bank Management, by 
Peter Rose, 1991) 

Re claim 1 : Walker discloses: 

A method for electronically setting credits, 

- wherein a terminal device operated by a member, (See Walker, Figure 1A, 
Item 50) 
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- credit line management device possessed by a credit granting organization 
are (See Walker, Figure 1 A, Item 52) 

- connected through a telecommunications network to an information 
brokering management device possessed by a credit brokering organization 
for brokering the exchange of information among each of said devices; (see 
Walker, Figure 1B, Item 54) and 

wherein this information brokering management device receives credit line 
application information sent from said terminal device (see Walker, Figure 40, Item 
2004) and sends this to said credit line management device; receives credit line 
information determined from said credit line management device (Walker, Figure 41, 
Item 2032) , and sends this information to said terminal device; 

With the permission of the member, the information brokering management 
device take position of the membership title as collateral, (see Walker, column 19, line 
53 "relating to applicant's collateral) 

The information brokering management device establishes a credit line on the 
basis of the collateral of the membership, (see Walker, column 19, line 53 "relating to 
applicant's collateral) 

after said credit line is established by said credit granting organization, this 
information brokering management device receives notification that said credit line is 
established from said credit line management device, and sends this information to said 
terminal device, (see Walker, Figure 51, item 2252) 
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Although Walker does not have a "membership", Rose teaches that a 
membership or other valued contact or physical position can be used as collateral. 
Walker claim explains that "collateral" would be one of the criteria for a lending 
decisions (see Walker, column 19, line 53 "relating to applicant's collateral) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to add membership as a form of collateral as taught in Rose to 
Walker. 

It is clear that one would be motivated to give more options to the customer. 
Re Claim 2. Walker discloses: 
The method for electronically setting credits, 

wherein an appraisal management device possessed by an appraisal organization 
for appraising said membership is connected through said telecommunications 
network to said information brokering management device (see Walker, Figure 1 B, 
Item 54); and 

wherein, instead of sending said credit line application information to said credit 
line management device, said information brokering management device sends said 
credit line application information to said appraisal management device, receives 
market value information for said membership appraised by said appraisal 
organization from said appraisal management device, and sends this along with said 
credit line (see Walker, Figure 1B, Item 54); 

Re Claim 3. Walker discloses: 

The method for electronically setting credits: 
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receiving a notification that said credit line is established from said credit line 
management device, (see Walker, Figure 44, item 2112) and sending this information 
to said terminal device, said information brokering management device receives 
information regarding the completion of said process (see Walker, Figure 45, item 
2142) and commands said credit line management device to establish said credit line 
on the basis of said credit line information, and to notify said terminal device that said 
credit line is established after the establishment of the credit line (see Walker, Figure 
44, item 2112) 

Re Claim 4, 5 & 6 

The method claims 1 , 2 & 3 are similar to system claims 4, 5 & 6. It would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that these claim have similar limitation. 
Therefore, claims 4, 5 & 6 are rejected based on the information provided regarding 
claims 1, 2 & 3. 

Re Claim 7. Walker discloses 

The system for electronically setting credits, wherein a plurality of said appraisal 
organizations which are provided said appraisal management devices is established 
(see Walker, Figure 1A, item 54); and said means for acquiring market value 
information send said credit line application information identically to the plurality of said 
appraisal management devices (see Walker, Figure 1A, item 26), receive a plurality of 
said market value information, and use said market value information which is the 
greatest, the least, or an intermediate amount from among the information received (see 
Walker, Figure 1A, item 54). 
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Re Claim 8: Walker discloses 

The system for electronically setting credits, wherein a plurality of said credit 
granting organizations possessing said credit line management devices is established 
(see Walker, Figure 1A, item 52); and said means for acquiring said credit line 
information send said credit line application information, or this credit line application 
information and said market value information (see Walker, Figure 1B, item 54), 
identically to said plurality of credit line management devices, receive a plurality of said 
credit line information, and command the establishment of said credit line to said credit 
line management device that sent said credit line of the greatest amount from among 
the information received, (see Walker, Figure 44, item 2116) 

Re Claim 9: Walker discloses 

The system for electronically setting credits, and said means for receiving said 
credit line application information determines the issuing organization of said 
membership on the basis of said credit line application information (see Walker, Figure 
44, item 2112), and makes the issuing organization determined said membership 
issuing organization in the subsequent processing (see Walker, Figure 1 A, item 52) 

Re Claim 10: Walker discloses 

The system for electronically setting credits, wherein a registration device 
possessed by a registration organization is connected through said 
telecommunications network to said information brokering management device (see 
Walker, Figure 1A, Item 16); and said credit line application information, said credit 
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line information, or both are registered in said registration device (see Walker, Figure 
1A, Item 12) 

Re Claim 1 1 : Walker discloses 

The system for electronically setting credits, wherein a plurality of said credit 
apprising organization, wherein a plurality of appraisal organization which are provided 
appraisal management devices is established (see Walker, Figure 1B, Item 54) and 

Means for acquiring market value information send credit line application 
information identically to the plurality of appraisal management devices (see Walker, 
Figure 1B, Item 27), receive a plurality of market value information and use market 
value information which is the greatest, the least or an intermediate amount from among 
the information received (see Walker, Figure 1B, Item 26). 

Re Claim 12: Walker discloses 

The system for electronically setting credits, wherein a plurality of said credit 
granting organizations possessing credit lime management devices is established (see 
Walker, Figure 1A, Item 52). 

Means for acquiring credit line information send credit line application information 
or this credit line application information and market value information, identically to 
plurality of credit line management devices, (see Walker, Figure 1 A, Item 20) receive a 
plurality of said credit line information and command the establishment of credit line to 
credit line management device that sent credit line of the greatest amount from amount 
the information received (see Walker, Figure 1A, Item 17). 

Re Claim 13: Walker discloses 
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The system for electronically setting credits, wherein a plurality of said 
membership issuing organizations is established and (see Walker, Figure 1 A, Item 56) 

Means for receiving credit line application information and makes the issuing 
organization determined membership issuing organization in the subsequent processing 
(see Walker, Figure 1A, Item 17). 

Re Claim 14/ 4-5: Walker discloses 

The system for electronically setting credits, wherein a registration device 
possessed by a registration organization is connected through a telecommunication 
network to said information brokering management device and (see Walker, Figure 1 A, 
Item 17) 

Credit line application information credit line information or both are registered in 
registration device, (see Walker, Figure 1A, Item 17) 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Jones et al., U.S. Patent 5,797,133, teaches a method and system for 
determining approval of a borrower. 

Lent et al., US Patent 6,405,181 teaches real time approval. 

Williams et al, US Patent 6,988,082 teaches appraisal for loan approval. 

Contact Information 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kirsten S. Apple whose telephone number is 
571.272.5588. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sam Sough can be reached on 571.272.6799. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-6126. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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